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IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE THIRTEENTH JUDICIAL 

LASALLE COUNTY, ILLINOIS 


CIRCUIT 


KEVIN KRAMER, 

PETITIONER, 
vs. 

JULIA EICKMEIER, 

RESPONDENT. 


) 

) 

) 

) 

) CASE NO. 15-F-153 

) 

) 

) 


cause above-entitled 

of the Thirteenth Judicial Circuit'^ Associate Judge 

courthouse, HR „,,,3:n sJr^^tr'oJL^a? 


reported BY: 

Kala Ryan, CSR 

Court Reporter 
License No. 084-003164 
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appearances: 


MR. ROBERT STEELE 
ATTORNEY AT LAW 

on behalf of the Petitioner. 


MR. ERIC MISKELL 
ATTORNEY AT LAW 

on behalf of the Respondent. 
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THE COURT: Let the record show this is Kevin Kramer, 

K-r-a-m-e-r, vs. Julia C. Eickmeier, E-i-c-k-m-e-i-e-r, Cause 
No. 2015-F-153. 

This case comes before the court today based on 
the order that was entered back on May nth of 2017 . we are 
in day 8 of a hearing on an order of protection. Mr. Miskell 
is present, but his client is not present. Mr. Steele is 
present and his client is present. 

Mr. Miskell has just handed up a motion to 

Withdraw as attorney of record. You haven't received that 
yet, have you? 

MR. STEELE: I have not seen that. Judge. 

THE COURT: Let's get that stamped and I will put it 
in the file and let Mr. Steele see it. 












police detective. Mr. Steele, how much longer do you think 
Mr. Atkins' testimony will be? 

MR. STEELE: I anticipate it will take today. Not the 
direct testimony, but the cross examination. 


THE COURT: Oh, Mr. Miskell's -- 
MR. STEELE: Yes. 

THE COURT: You anticipate with everything? 

MR. STEELE: Right. I anticipate maybe another 
hour-and-a-half to two hours maybe. 
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THE COURT: Well, i-m on the horns of a dilemma in 

light of the motion to withdraw and the failure to appear of 
Ms. Eickmeier. 


Have you had contact with Ms. Eickmeier, 


Mr. Miskell? 


MR. MISKELL: Judge, no. I was told that we were 
going to start at 10:00. Went downstairs. Came back up. 

She was not here. I came in here. So I have not had an 
opportunity to call her. 

THE COURT: Hell, let's do this. Let's take a short 
recess and will you please try and contact your client and 
find out if she is going to join us today? 

MR. MISKELL: Okay. Thank you, Judge. 

THE COURT: All right. Let me know when you have had 
that - when you've had - let me know. Let my bailiff know 
and we will get everybody back in. 

MR. MISKELL: Okay. 

(Whereupon the Court took 
a recess.) 

THE COURT: All right. Let's go back on the record in 

2015-F-153. The parties are now both present both with their 
attorneys. 

AS I mentioned earlier before Ms. Eickmeier was 
here, there's a motion to withdraw as attorney of record that 
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has now been filed on today's date by Mr. Miskell. 

Ms. Eiokmeier, has Mr. Miskell shared a copy of 
that with you? 

MS. BICKMEIER: Yeah. I don't want him to do it. 

It's not in the best interest of the child. That's who this 
is really about. 

THE COURT: Well, I just asked if you got a copy. You 

got it? 

MS. EICKMEIER: Yeah. 

THE COURT: And you're objecting? 

MS. EICKMEIER: Correct. 

the COURT: Mr. Steele, are you objecting? 

MR. STEELE: Your Honor, I would not want to hold an 

attorney in a case where he did not feel he could do the best 

iob and lost confidence in his client, and I would not object 
to it. 

the COURT: Well, we were supposed to start hearing at 

10:00 o'clock this morning. As everyone knows, we are in the 
middle of a long-term trial. 

So Ms. Eickitieier, do you need time to respond to 
the motion to withdraw or do you -- 

MS. EICKMEIER: Absolutely. Yeah. No. l don't want 

him to withdraw. 

the COURT: No. That ' s not what I'm asking you. So 
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please listen to the question. Do you need -- do you need 

time to prepare to have a hearing on the motion to withdraw 

or do you feel that you could go forward and have a hearing 
right now? 

EICKMEIER: I feel that we can go forward and have 

a hearing right now and that he should -- 

THE COURT: No no no t . ^ t i ■ 

o. no, no. I m talking solely about this 

motion. You have an opportunity -- 

MS. EICKMEIER: Oh, no. I don•t think we can have a 

hearing on this right now. I would definitely need time to 
prepare. 


THE COURT: All right. How long do 


you need to 


prepare? 


today. 


MS. EICKMEIER: I can -- I would need more than just 


THE COURT: Okay. 


THE COURT: 
Ms. Eickmeier? 


(Whereupon Ms. Eickmeier had a 
discussion with Mr. Miskell off 
the record.) 

Do you need time to talk to 


MR. MISKELL: Veah, Judge. Give me five minutes 
THE COURT: Okay. 
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THE COURT: 
2015-F-153. 


(Whereupon the Court took 
a recess.) 

All right. Let's go back on the record in 


All right. Ms. Eickraeier, you're entitled to 
time to prepare for the hearing on the motion for leave to 
withdraw, and I'm going to give you that time. Okay? You're 
asking for time to prepare. is chat true? 

MS. EICKMEIER: I'm not sure he wants to go forward 
with it any more. 

MR. MISKELL: No. l-m going to go forward with it. 

My gut is telling me to do that. 

the COURT: All right. While you folks were out in 
the hallway talking, we were looking at dates, my clerk and 
I. July 19th at either 9:30 or 1:30. 

Mr. Miskell, Ms. Eickraeier, Mr, Steele, how -- 

MR. STEELE: 9:30 is fine with me. 

THE COURT: Mr. Miskell. 

MR. MISKELL: You said the 19th? 

THE COURT: Yeah. July I9th. 

MR. STEELE: 1:30 works, too, Judge. Whatever. 

THE COURT: Okay. 

MR. MISKELL: That's fine. Judge. 

the COURT: Ms. Eickraeier. we're going to have a 
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hearing on whether he is allowed to withdraw, okay? it will 

be -- he will be able to say his piece and you will be able 
to say your piece at that time. Okay? 

MS. EICKMEIER: Will T ho <- u 

i/viii 1 pe able to have another 

attorney present representing me in the matter? 

the COURT: Oh, if you want to look for another 
attorney already, that's fine. 

MS. EICKMEIER: Well for- 

well, for this matter to keep him, 

yeah. 

the COURT: Well, that's up to you how you choose to 

proceed with the hearing. This hearing will only be with 

regard to whether he's allowed to withdraw as your attorney 
of record. Okay? 

MS. EICKMEIER: Okay. 

THE COURT: All right. Is the 19Ch at 9:30 -- does 
that work for everybody? Mr. Miskell? 

MS. EICKMEIER: If you have anything sooner, chat 
would be helpful. 

the COURT: I really don' t and - I really don't. So 

can you do the 19th at 9:30, ma'am? 

MS. EICKMEIER: Yes. 

the COURT: All right. We need you to come to court 

on time. That will help us as well to move forward. He were 
supposed to start at 10:00 o'clock and you didn't 


appear 
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until 11:00. 

AH right. I'm going to also extend the 

existing order. l will Just extend it to that date and see 
what happens. 

MR. STEELE: That is just for hearing on the motion, 
your Honor? 

THE COURT: It is. 

MR. STEELE: At that time will we be setting new dates 
then for testimony? 

the COURT: I'm hoping to. But that depends on the 

outcome of the motion, if Mr. Miskell is still m, then we 

won't have any trouble setting dates, if he's out, then 

MS. Eickmeier will have 21 days to find new counsel. 

MR. STEELE: All riaht t ^ 

g . Can I excuse my witness, your 

Honor? 

THE COURT: Yes, please. 

I will get the paperwork done. So if everybody 

Will wait in the hallway, we will get the documents sent out 
to you. 

Everyone have all the paperwork? 

MR. MISKELL: Yes, ma'am. 

the COURT: Ms. Eickmeier, do you have copies? 

Mr. Miskell, will you provide her copies, please? 

MR. MISKELL: Yes, Judge. 
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19th. 


We will see everybody on the 


(Whereupon the proceedings 
were concluded.) 




1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 


STATE OF ILLINOIS 
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) 
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I, Kala Ryan, an Official Court Reporter in the 
Thirteenth Judicial Circuit of the State of Illinois, County 
of LaSalle, do hereby certify that I reported in machine 
shorthand the proceedings had in this cause; that I 


thereafter caused the foregoing to be transcribed into text, 
which I certify to be an accurate transcription of my 
shorthand notes of the proceedings in this cause had before 
KAREN C. EITEN, Judge of said court. 
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Official Court Reporter 
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